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Public Safety and Services
1. Emergency Services

a. [ssue: How should emergency s es be
managed?

1} Problem: Inadequate services.
Proposed Decision -

The BL  will increase fire suppression capabilities
1
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fire mppmvﬂ(xn with other entities for fires star tm;.
within or threatening the National Wild and Scenie
River area. BLM will develop agreements with
affected private landowners and the other manag-
ing agencies for fire suppression activities.
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and suppression of v»tldms: to protect public values,
such as vegetation, visual resources and adjacent
private property.
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Open fires and charcoal will be prohibited from
June 1 to Qctober 15 with increased surveillance and
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limited to buildings, closed vehicles or boats on h
water. Perfods of fire closure may be extended if
conditions warrant.

o river. Smeking will be

The BLM will work with the other managing
agencies to resolve ov Grhappn v jurisdictions and
increase enforcement of fire regulations and
enhance fire prevention and suppression efforts,
The managing agencies will also increase individual
accountability for ail river users in areas with high
economic values at risk during periods of high and

extreme five hazard.

The BLM will support the State of Oregon in the

e User foes will contribute to the funding of emer-
gency services,

The discharge of firearms within the planning
area by ndarw& from the third Saturday in ‘»’Im
August 31 will be prohibited.

The removal or burning of any living, deact or
down vegetation on BLM lands will not be allowed.
This does not include prescribed burning carried

out to achieve vegetation management objectives.
The BLA will work with the other mana

agencies o encourage cooperation bot
establish joint annual training exercises fo
fire districts, the railroad and private indiv n%uui
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inclividual liability and fire hazard within t
planning area.
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The BLM will cooperate with the other managing
agencies to improve coordination efforts in dispatel
and carrying out %mxh and rescue efforts a ld

The BLM, aleng with the other managing agencies,
will communicate and coordinate with the appro-
priate State, Tribal and Federal agencies responsible
for carrying out the provisions of the Mazardous
Materials Transportation Act (20 USC 1804, et seg,!
to ensure ¢ that appmpnate st ps} ave bec n taken to
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The BLM will cooperate with the other managing
agencies as they seek to enter into an MOU with
Burlington Northern Railroad to do the fellowing:

TOVE 03 Hon me
nmntemmc Gf a vegetation free zone along the
tracks. Reguire all trains to carry basic fire suppres-
sion equipment during the summer months.
Establish communication and cocrdination mea-
sures for fire suppression efforts,




« Establish a coordinated and effective communica-
tion system with common radio frequencies with
the railroad. Make communication line and call
boxes on the railroad communication system
available to the public and law enforcement offi-
cials.

* Meet minimum standards for maintenance and
construction activities by the railroad involving the
sidecasting of material, vegetation cutting and
herbicide spraying in riparian areas.

* Provide for the cleanup of discarded materials
within the railroad right-of-way.

o It is imperative that State, local, Tribal and Federal

governments initiate; first, cooperation from the
railroads to accomplish these ends; and second,
failing in that endeavor, use the powers of govern-
ment to compel compliance.

2. Law Enforcement

a. Issue: What actions should the managing
agencies take to effectively provide law enforce-
ment on BLM, State, Tribally-owned and private
land?

1) Problem: Inadequate law enforcement

Proposed Decision -

The BLM will support the State of Oregon and local
governments in the following:

o Funding for increased law enforcement will be
provided through a user fee. Two full-time officers
will be pro ’Idt’d during the primary use scason for

the entire river with special cmphasls on Segment 2.

Aircraft and motorboat use for law enforcement
will be increased.

o A uniform communication network available to
all law enforcement officials will be established.

o All floating devices except float tubes, will be
required to display an identification tag.

The BLM will work closely with adjacent private
landowners to enforce trespass laws and regula-
tions within the Deschutes River canyon.

The BLM will work with the other managing
agencies to improve coordination of law enforce-
ment efforts by establishing uniform regulations
throughout the river area to enforce Federal, State,
Tribal and local laws.

The BLM will work with the other managing
agencies to develop uniform and operating meth-
ods for dc:ahné with various enforcement and court
situations in Federal, State and Tribal jurisdiction
areas. The existing law enforcement agreement with
Wasco County may be continued and an agreement
with Jefferson and, 7ar Sherman Counties may be
established if determined to be efficient and effec-
tive.

The BLM will cooperate with the other managing
agencies to develop a coordinated public informa-
tion and education program which emphasizes the
laws and regulations in effect in the Deschutes River
canyon and the rationale and penalties behind
them.

The BLM will cooperate with the other managing
agencies to work with the courts in establishing
innovative penalties for violations that would serve
as a greater deterrent than low fine levels. This
could include chan ges in bail schedules, community
service, improvement work along the Deschutes,
forfeiture of equipment and/or lmrca:-od penalties,

The BLM will work with the other managing
agencies to develop an information sharing mecha-
nism to identify repeat offenders.

The BLM will cooperate with the other managing
agencies to establish uniform and effective traffic
regulations in the Deschutes River canyon. Enforce-
ment of all laws and regulations will be increased
through additional Federal, State, County, Tribal
and local law enforcement personnel.
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3. Information and Education

a. Issue: How should public information and
education be handled?

1} Problem: Lack of public information and
education.

Proposed Decision -

Signs and bulletin boards displaying information
and a brochure dispenser will be placed at boat
launch and landing sites and at the beginning of the
road upriver from Maupm

On BLM lands, Sherars/Buckhollow and Trout
Creek will have information stations staffed by
volunteers or scasonal agency emplovees during
peak use periods. The stations will be self-service in
the absence of personnel.

Certain wildlife viewing areas and suitable historic
and prehistoric features will be identified by
informational/ interpretive signs. A Deschutes River
Visitor Center will be developed in Maupin at the
historic railroad station. The railroad station will be
restored and additional facilities built to house
educational and informational displays.

Guides and outfitters will provide information to
their clients about points of interest, good outdoor
¢cthics and no-trace camping, as well as laws and
regulations on the Deschutes. User passes will
include similar brief summaries.

The BLM will emphasize the development of a
coordinated public information and education
program which utilizes large scale map signs in key
locations and detailed user maps that show public/
private I&nduwnem}up The BLM will muperat@
with the other managing agencies to publish a
comprehensive map with all points of interest,
landownership, major campsites, toilet facilities,
access roads and trails, launches and landings,
major pl&nt and animal spedies identified, Where
hclpi ul, descriptive information about facilities and
standards of access roads, launches and campsites
will be provided. The map will also have no-trace
camping requirements, riparian and upland
protecting practices for recreational users, emer-
gency communication network outlined and laws
and regulations,

The BLM will sign all BLM lands within 1,4 mile of
the river. ngns mll be visible from the river except
in upland areas. All signs will be placed in some-
what predictable places. Old or damaged signs will
be replaced as needed.

The BLM will work with the other mana "ing
agencies to develop a coordinated sign plan and
design for the Deschutes River canvon, All signs
including those at boat launching, fandi ing and
camping sites used for identification or information
will be of the same sign standards, color, tvpe of
print, material, size, symbols and placement, ete. 5o
that all signs in the canyon are identified with the
recreation arca. Major campsites, launch sites and
parking areas will be sighed with uniform signs to
direct users to specific areas for specific activitios.
For example: launch sites will have dearly signed
staging areas, parking areas and launch areas as
well as places set aside for overndght camping. An
on-the-ground rivermile marking svstem will also
be developed and implemented. T‘ms svstem may
incorporate the existing railroad mile po.-;t markers.

The BLM will cooperate with the other managing
agencies to develop a coordinated public informa-
tion and education program which utilizes interpre-
tive signs, brochures, maps and other material to

gain pubm understanding of the following ole-
ments:

a. Fish and wildlife habitat

b. Water quality

¢ Riparian and upland ecosystems

d. Land, water and air use practices

e. Off-reservation treaty rights related to plants
and animals of traditional significance o the
Tribes

f. Threatened and endangered species

g. Historic, prehistoric and cultural sites

h. Enforcement of established laws, regulations
and policies

i. Boating use regulations

j- Availability, location and qualitv of campsites
k. Access to the river

1. Good cutdeor manners including no-trace
camping and stewardship rckpmmbllmw

m. Public safety and emergency services, includ-
ing fire wgulahon&

n. Courtesy toward other users

0. Deschutes River fishery

p. Angling rules and regulations



q. Identification of landownership - public,
private and Tribal

r. Volunteers and campground hosts

s. User fees, passes and guided and outfitted
services permits and fees

t. Road and trail identification and use guidelines
u. Noxious weeds (including hay used by horses)
v. Horseback safety

w. Proper mountain bike use

The BLM will actively recruit volunteers to assist in
public information/education programs as well as
clean-up, resource rehabilitation work and camp-
ground hosts.

A Deschutes newsletter will be sent twice a year to
Deschutes users. It will contain articles about laws
and regulations, preservation and protection of the
Deschutes River Recreation Area, how volunteers

can become involved, new personnel and user
statistics.

Other Resotirces and Uses
1. Soil, Water and Aty

The inventory and evaluation of soil, water and air
resources on public lands will continue, Soils will be
managed to maintain productivity and to minimize
erosion. Corrective actions will take place, where
practicable, to resolve erosive conditions. Water
sources necessary to meet program objectives will
be developed and filed on according to applicable
State and Federal laws and regulations. Water
quality of perennial streams will continue to be
mwonitored and climatological data will continue to
be gathered.

2. Fire Management

The main emphasis of the fire management pro-
gram in the Lower Deschutes River Planning Area
will continue to be prevention and suppression of
wildfire to protect public values such as vegetation
and visual resources. Prescribed fire may be used to
reach multiple use objectives. When prescribed fire
is considered under various programs, it will be
coordinated between agencies, with adjacent
landowners and carried out in accordance with
approved fire management plans and appropriate
smoke management goals and objectives.

3. Noxious Weed Coutrol

Infestations of noxious weeds are known to oceur
on some public and private lands in the planning
area. These weeds are easily spread by wind, water,
horses, motor vehicles, recreation users, wildlife
and livestock. The most common noxious weeds are
diffuse, spotted and Russian knapweed, yellow star
thistle, dalmation toadflax, skeleton weed, scotch
thistle, whitetop and poison hemlock. Control
methods on BLM-managed lands will be proposed
consistent with the Record of Decision on BLM's
Northwest Area Noxious Weed Control Program
EIS. Control metheds will then be subjected to site
specific environmental analyses tiered to that EIS.
Control will be considered on BLM lands where
efforts are coordinated with owners of adjoining
infested, non-public lands. Proper grazing manage-
ment will be emphasized after control to minimize
pogu,ible re-infestation. Coordination and conpera-
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will continue on a regular basis.
4. Utility and Transportation Corridors

All utility/ ransportation corridors identitied by the
Western Regional Corridor Study of May 1986
prepared by the Ad Hoc Western Utility Group are
currently occupied and have been dwlmmtcd on
BLM lands. Corridor widths vary, but are a mini-
mum of 2,000 feet. No additional crossing sites on
the BLM-managed portions of the Deschutes River
will be permitted. Any new utility or transportation
corridors that i impose into or cross the river on other
ownerships, (e.g. below ordinary high water} will
require an easement from the Division of State
Lands. In addition, existing facilities will require an
easement at such time as they undergo major
structural alteration, replacement or relocation. No
facilities will be allowed parallel to the railroad right
of way in the Deschutes Canyon. Applicants will be
encouraged to locate new facilities (including
communication sites) adjacent to existing facilities
to the extent possible. All rights-of-way applications
to BLM will be reviewed using the criteria of
following existing corridors wherever practical and
avoiding proliferation of separate rights of way.
Recommendations made to applicants and actions
approved will be consistent with the goals and
objectives of this plan. BLM lands will continue to
be available for local rights of way, including
multiple use and single use utility / transportation
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corridors following exdsting routes, communication
sites and roads, Issuance of leases and/or patents
under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act and
other permits ot leases to public entities for devel-
opment of public lands will also continue with
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involvement of the other managing agencies.
Applications will be reviewed on an individual
basis for conformance with the Final Management
Plan as well as other plans to minimize conflicts
with other regources or users,



