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MonitoringMonitoring 
This section describes monitoring that will be conducted to determine how management 
is affecting resources, and whether we are achieving RMP objectives (effectiveness 
monitoring).monitoring).monitoring). 

The monitoring program has three purposes; to help us:The monitoring program has three purposes; to help us: 
• 	 Determine the extent to which we are implementing the actions described in the RMP 

(implementation monitoring),(implementation monitoring), 
• 	 Understand how management is affecting resources, e.g., are we achieving plan goals 

and objectivand objectives (effes (effectivectiveness monitoring), andeness monitoring), and 
• 	 Identify where we should continue and where we may need to make changes in 

management, and determine whether plan goals and objectives are still relevant and 
important (vimportant (validation monitoring).alidation monitoring). 

This monitoring plan defines two scales of monitoring: monitoring of long-term trends, 
and monitoring of the effand monitoring of the effand monitoring of the effectivectivectiveness of specifieness of specifieness of specific actions.c actions.c actions. 

Long-term monitoringLong-term monitoring will focus on the objectives which the plan is designed to achieve. 
The purpose of this level of monitoring is to determine whether resource conditions and 
user experiences in the planning area are improving, remaining the same, or declining 
ovover time.er time. 

The second scale of monitoring focuses on project or activity levproject or activity level monitoringel monitoring. At this 
scale, monitoring will examine how well specific management direction has been applied 
on the ground and how effectively it produces expected results. Monitoring at broader 
levels will measure how successfully projects and other activities have achieved the 
objectivobjectivobjectives for those management areas.es for those management areas.es for those management areas. 

Findings obtained through monitoring, together with research and other new 
information, will provide a basis for adaptive management changes to the plan. The 
monitoring program itself will not remain static. It will be periodically evaluated to 
ascertain that the monitoring questions and standards are still relevant, and will be 
adjusted as appropriate. Some monitoring items may be discontinued and others may be 
added as knowledge and issues change with implementation.added as knowledge and issues change with implementation.added as knowledge and issues change with implementation. 

The monitoring process will collect information in the most cost-effective manner, 
and may involve sampling or remote sensing. Monitoring could be so costly as to 
be prohibitive if it is not carefully and reasonably designed. Therefore, it will not be 
necessary or desirable to monitor every management action or direction. Unnecessary 
detail and unacceptable costs will be avoided by focusing on methods. The level and 
intensity of monitoring will vary depending on the sensitivity of the resource or area and 
the scope of the proposed management activity. The accomplishment of any monitoring 
project is dependent upon budgets and national, regional, and local allocations of 
resources.resources. 

The following table provides general direction for elements to monitor, and provides 
suggestions for specific monitoring methods and frequency. These lists are suggestions 
and are not comprehensive. Monitoring techniques change quickly, and newer methods 
may oĞen be both more accurate and more economical. Any methods which will 
adequately answer the monitoring questions may be used; professional judgment will 
be used to determine monitoring frequency and methodology that is appropriate to the 
scope of the issues and environmental conditions.scope of the issues and environmental conditions.scope of the issues and environmental conditions. 
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Some of the monitoring program listed in this table is already in place or is part of a 
continuing base program. New monitoring activities will only be added if funding 
becomes avbecomes available.ailable. 

The monitoring purposes described in the table relate directly back to the RMP 
management objectivmanagement objectives for each monitoring element.es for each monitoring element. 
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