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Categorical Exclusion Determination and Decision Record for
Brush Cutting, Hardwood Clump Control in the Butte Falls Resource Area
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Description of Proposed Action

The Butte Falls Resource Area, Medford District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proposes
to treat up to 900 acres burned in the 2002 Timbered Rock Fire. These acres would be treated to
maintain native conifer survival and vigor and the native hardwood component by releasing the
existing conifers and hardwoods from competition for moisture, nutrients, light, and growing
space. This would be accomplished by manually cutting the competing vegetation (shrubs and
hardwood sprouts) with chainsaws or hand tools within a 6-foot radius of the conifer, and leaving
the residual trees for increased growth. Brush and hardwoods 6 inches DBH (diameter at breast
height) and less would be cut and hardwoods 6.1 to 11.9 inches DBH would be girdled. Up to 2
hardwood stems, if present, would be retained within 6 feet of existing conifer trees. Hardwoods
12 inches DBH and greater would be reserved along with all conifers. In all units, severed brush
and hardwoods would be cut and scattered to a depth of less than 3 feet. All vegetation outside of
the 6-foot radius around the conifer would be retained.

The proposed project is located in the Butte Falls Resource Area in the Elk Creek fifth field
watershed. See attached maps for exact locations of treatments. This action would occur in fiscal
years 2009 and 2010.

Plan Conformance Review

The Bureau of Land Management did not scope this proposal and the public was not involved in
its development. This proposal is consistent with policy directed by the following:

e Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Revision of the Resource Management
Plans of the western Oregon Bureau of Land Management and Record of Decision and
Resource Management Plan for the Medford District (EIS, 2008 and ROD/RMP, 2008)

e Medford District Integrated Weed Management Plan Environmental Assessment (1998)
and tiered to the Final-Northwest Area Noxious Weed Control Program Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS, 1985).

The proposed action is in conformance with the direction given for the management of public
lands in the Medford District by the Oregon and California Lands Act of 1937, Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976, Endangered Species Act of 1973, Clean Water Act of
1987, Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (as amended 1986 and 1996), Clean Air Act of 1990 (as
amended), and Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979.

This proposal is consistent with management direction in the Medford District Resource
Management Plan (USDI 2008, p. 41) that directs the BLM to:

“Promote the establishment and survival of commercially desirable coniferous seedling
and sapling through stand maintenance and protective treatments.”
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“Convert lands historically supporting conifer species that are currently growing
primarily brush or hardwoods to conifer species suitable to the site unless the hardwoods
would produce a higher net monetary return.”

“Apply precommercial thinning to forest stands to achieve appropriate stocking levels.”

Project Design Features
1. Reserve all conifers, and all hardwoods 12” DBH and greater.

2. Cut brush and hardwoods 6” DBH and less, and girdle hardwoods between 6” and 11.9”
DBH, for a 6-foot radius from the conifer bole, around the reserved conifer. Retain 1 stem
from each hardwood clump, but retain no more than 2 stems within the 6-foot radius where
brush and hardwoods are cut.

3. Within Riparian Management Areas, do not treat conifers, brush, and hardwoods within 35
feet slope distance (each side) of intermittent streams and within 60 feet slope distance
(each side) of all perennial and fish-bearing streams.

4. Protect known Special Status plant sites using no entry buffers. Buffers will be determined
based on species, proposed treatment, site-specific environmental conditions, and available
management recommendations.

5. Seasonally restrict activities from March 1 through June 30 within 200 feet of northern
spotted owl nest sites, unless instructed differently by the resource area wildlife biologist.
The restriction may be extended up to September 30 if nesting activity is occurring at that
time.

6. Refuel equipment, including chainsaws and other hand power tools, at least 100 feet from
water bodies to prevent direct delivery of contaminants into a water body.

7. Pick up all trash and garbage and dispose of properly.
Prohibit overnight camping at the project site or in the surrounding area.
Operate vehicles on existing roads and trails.

Categorical Exclusion Determination

This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion as provided in United States
Department of the Interior Departmental Manual 516 DM 11.9, C (4) which allows for
“Precommercial thinning and brush control using small mechanical devices” (release 5/8/08).

Before any action described in the list of categorical exclusions may be used, the “extraordinary
circumstances,” included in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 43 CFR 46.205(c) must be
reviewed for applicability. After review, the BLM determined no extraordinary circumstances
exist that would cause the proposed action to have a significant environmental effect. The action
will not require additional analysis.

Contact Person

For additional information concerning this project, contact Doug Stewart, Project Leader, at
(541) 618-2264.
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