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Year: 2009

FORM 1

Inventory Unit Number/Name: OR-015-143B/Ryegrass Valley South

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY

FINDINGS ON RECORD

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness inventory information on all or part of

this

area?

No ___Yes _X_(if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers

of those units.): NA

a) Inventory Source:

Wilderness Inventory: Oregon and Washington

Final Intensive Inventory Decisions November 1980, pages 103-104.

b) Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):_Ryegrass Valley/1-143

c) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_U.S. Department of the Interior: Bureau of
Land Management Oregon: Intensive Wilderness Inventory Final Decisions

November, 1980

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):_Lakeview District, Lakeview Resource
Area, Lakeview, Oregon

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:
Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than

one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer each
question individually for each inventory unit):

Ownership | Size Natural Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
(historic Condition? | Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
acres) Y/N Y/N Unconfined | Y/N
Recreation?
Y/N
BLM 31,880 Y N N N
Private 0




FORM 2

DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY
CONDITIONS

a. Unit Number/Name: OR-015-143B/Ryegrass Valley South

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?
Yes _ X No

Citizen Information Received: In 2005, the BLM received a citizen proposal from the
Oregon Natural Desert Association (ONDA) for the 82,532-acre Spaulding Addition 2
proposed Wilderness Study Area (WSA). ONDA included in their information a
narrative report, maps, photos, photo and route logs, and GIS data with their route and
photo point data; all of these materials were considered during the BLM’s wilderness
inventory process for this BLM Unit, as documented herein. The photos submitted by
ONDA were taken in August 2004. They identified the area as having no interior routes
which they felt met the BLM wilderness inventory definition of a road (see Map, p. 216
of ONDA 2005). Additional photos were taken in the area in 2007 and provided to the
BLM.

Boundary Determination and Consideration of Citizen Information: BLM staff reviewed
ONDA'’s information to identify potential data gaps. BLM staff conducted their own
field inventory of the area in 2007 and 2008 to gather additional information to
supplement the information provided by ONDA. This included taking numerous
additional route photos throughout the area. In addition, BLM had numerous recent
photos on file documenting conditions within the area. Using both ONDA and BLM
photos, field logs, and staff field knowledge, a BLM inter-disciplinary (ID) team
completed a road analysis on all of the existing main routes within this proposal in 2008.
The results of the road analysis are documented in the road analysis forms and the ID
team meeting notes contained in the wilderness evaluation file.

The ID team determined that several of the routes that ONDA identified as “ways” are
still, in fact, boundary roads. For this reason, the BLM found the Spaulding 2 Addition
proposal is not one large roadless unit, but rather is comprised of several smaller units
(Map 1). Further, the BLM found that BLM Roads 7106-00, 6166-00, and 6156-00 on
the south end of the Spaulding Addition 2 proposal meet the wilderness inventory
definition of a road. Therefore, all of the roadless units which the BLM identified must
be considered and evaluated separate from, rather than contiguous with, the existing
Spaulding WSA. That is, they must stand on their own merits rather than be added to the
wilderness values of the existing Spaulding WSA.

The ID team found that the boundary for this unit has changed since the previous
inventory was completed in 1980. A new road was constructed across the northern
portion of the unit when the Wilson Spring pipeline project was constructed in 1989.



This road divides the former Ryegrass Valley unit into two units (currently referred to as
Ryegrass Valley North and Ryegrass Valley South) which must be evaluated separately.

The west boundary of the Ryegrass Valley South unit is BLM Road 6156-00; the east and
south boundary is BLM Road 6176-00; and the north boundary is the unnumbered
Wilson Spring Pipeline Road (Map 2). In addition, one unnumbered cherry-stem
boundary road, extends about 2 miles into the interior of the unit on the west side. (Refer
to the road analysis forms, photos, photo logs, and BLM ID team minutes in the
wilderness inventory file for additional supporting information regarding these boundary
determinations). The current boundary for the unit encompasses approximately 31,796
acres of BLM-administered lands.

Following the boundary determination, the BLM ID team subsequently evaluated the
wilderness characteristics within this unit. The results are contained in the following
section. Additional background on the process that the BLM ID team followed during
this evaluation is contained in the document, Wilderness Inventory Maintenance Process
for the Lakeview Resource Area, BLM, and the ID team meeting notes contained in the
wilderness inventory file.

DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT CONDITIONS:

The unit is located about 30 east of Adel, Oregon. The 1980 inventory described the unit
as a broad sagebrush basin known as Ryegrass Valley. The major geographic feature is a
large, dry lakebed known as Shallow Lake. There are low hills and ridges north of
Shallow Lake which provide the only topographic relief.

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition?

Yes _ X No N/A
Previous Inventory Description: During the 1980 inventory, sagebrush was the
dominant vegetation community. At the time, the unit contained 5 small reservoirs, 1
lakebed pit (waterhole), and 5 miles of ways. None of these man-made features were
found to be visible from a significant distance and the unit was considered to be in
generally natural condition.

Current Description: The topography and vegetation of the landscape has not changed
substantially since the 1980 inventory.

Currently the unit contains 2 reservoirs, 11 waterholes, and at least 1 water trough
associated with about 2.7 miles of pipeline. The unit also contains about 9 miles of
internal primitive motorized routes, and 3.4 miles of fence (Map 2). The majority of
these developments are substantially noticeable within close distances (up to a quarter
mile) and less noticeable from farther distances.



Despite the additional human disturbances since 1980, the BLM ID team found that the
natural character of the landscape has not changed substantially. Much of the unit
remains in a generally natural condition where the imprints of man are not substantially
noticeable.

(3) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for solitude?
Yes No_ X N/A

Previous Inventory Description: The 1980 inventory determined that, although the unit
was of considerable size, the topography is very flat and one can readily see across most,
if not all, of the unit. The unit is not able to support many visitors at one time and still
offer the opportunity to avoid the presence of others. Therefore, it was determined to
lack outstanding opportunities for solitude.

Current Description: These physical and topographic conditions have not changed
from 1980. One can gain an overall impression of the lack of screening provided by the
existing vegetation and topography within the unit by reviewing the photos contained in
the wilderness inventory file (see photo logs).

The lack of vegetative screening and relatively flat terrain across much of the unit makes
it possible to see across most, if not all of the unit from various observation points. For
this reason, it is not possible in much of the unit to avoid the presence of others who may
be present.

The Lakeview RMP/ROD (Map R-7) shows that the entire unit is open to off-highway
vehicle (OHV) uses. This designation allows motorized vehicle use anywhere within the
unit. Vehicle traffic typically includes livestock permittees, BLM staff, researchers, and
hunters. The presence of the existing boundary roads and internal primitive motorized
routes, along with the open OHV designation increases the likelihood of encountering
other people and reduces the potential to experience solitude. Further, the noise
associated with this motorized activity diminishes the potential for a visitor to experience
solitude within the unit.

For these reasons, the BLM ID Team found that solitude opportunities have not changed
or improved substantially since 1980 and the unit still does not provide outstanding
opportunities for solitude.

(4) Does the unit have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation?

Yes No X N/A
Previous Inventory Description: The 1980 inventory found that the wide and exposed

sagebrush flats of most of the unit did not offer an outstanding primitive and unconfined
recreation experience such as backpacking or hiking. The monotony of the landscape



negatively affected the potential recreation experience. The unit offered some
opportunities for hunting, but this was associated with vehicle access. The unit offered
no outstanding recreation opportunity.

Current Description: In 2005, ONDA felt that the sheer size of their larger proposal
made the opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation (hiking, horseback riding,
photography, wildlife viewing, hunting, and camping) outstanding (ONDA 2005; p. 213).
As described previously, the BLM ID team found that the Spaulding 2 Addition proposal
IS not one large contiguous roadless area, but is actually composed of several smaller
inventory units that must be individually evaluated for primitive recreation opportunities.

The ID team concurs that the unit may provide some hiking and hunting opportunities.
However, these recreational opportunities tend to be indirectly associated with the
motorized access provided by the existing road system and open OHV designation within
the unit. Further, the noise associated with this motorized activity diminishes the
potential for a visitor to enjoy a primitive (non-motorized) and unconfined recreation
experience within the unit.

The unit does not currently offer any single outstanding primitive recreation opportunity
or an outstanding diversity of primitive recreational opportunities. Similar primitive
recreation opportunities are found throughout surrounding BLM lands in southeast
Oregon.

For these reasons, the BLM ID Team found that the recreation opportunities in this unit
have not changed or improved substantially since 1980. The unit continues to lack
outstanding primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?

Yes No N/A X

Previous Inventory Description: The 1980 inventory did not identify any potential
supplemental values for the larger Ryegrass Valley unit.

Current Description: Since this unit does not meet the minimum criteria for wilderness
character, supplemental values did not need to be evaluated.





