RANGELAND HEALTH STANDARDS - ASSESSMENT -BLUE CREEK ALLOTMENT #0200
Standards lor Hangrisnd Heslih snd Guidelines for Livestork Graring Mansgrment (LM, 1957}
Iniredei lisn

The Rangs Refrm B4 Record of Decrion (ALM, 199%) srcemify amemded cunest graing sdmesranon
wnd rabtegemment pracicer. The ROD required that regana- gpecific namiards snd gusdelines be developed
and approved by the Secretary of de Interior | the Suate of Ovegon, wversl Resaurce Advisary Councils
(RACs) were extablished o develop ibese regonal sandards snd puidelines  The RAC establivhed for the
pan of the sake covering the Ahe Creek allotment i the Souwheasiern Ovegon RAC  These sandards and
guidelines for Ovegon snd Washington were finalized on August 12, 1997 snd i bude:

Stanadned | - Upland Watershed Function

Upland soils exhibit infiltration and permeatility rates, molamue siorage, and stability that are
approprinte 1o sodl, elimote, and lsndfiom.

Standurdd 3 - WiperianWeilsnd Watershed Function

Wipnrtan sriland srcas sre in properly functioning phiyscsl conditon spproprsse 1o sodl, Climeie,
and landiors

Staratard ) - Fooiogica! Procoses

Hralthy, produc tre. ims drverse plarm snd snuma! populstons sad Cresmunites appropoae @
il hmate snd lendform wr spponed by erologcal prcrises of metrest cpcling. coorgy few,
e ihe ydrologs cycie.

Standard 4 . Wasr Craabiry

Surfsce water and groundwaer quahry, mfleenoed by sgeny sctions, comples with State water
ity mandanis

Sumrwdard § - Mative, TRE, and Locafly Impartan Species

Habitaix support healihy, productive, and diverse populations and communities of native plants
and anbials {ineluding special stams specics and species of local imponance) sppropriste 1o soil,
e himate, and lindform.

Stenderd | - Upland Watershed

Tha vendard uw bring met on the aliotment. The mdcaton wsed o evaluste this sanderd are Sod Surface
Fact (S5F), mhuch documenn acockrated cronon, snd plant community compesstian. wiuch mxbcaes
o accwpancy of ibe wil profile.

Son! Suriae Facum (S5F ) w a2 isducator of soccirrsied rronson sod i 8 esrthad of
observatom 1f gardeng cronon. About 0% of te acves 10t Mler Creek allotment see on pubbe Tand
(800 acves) sl @ appears by cxrapolanng from wanercn on the privene land that about S50% have an SSF
rating of sable and 10% arc rated o Shght AR the ransecn on the privaw land have an SSF rammg of
euber wtable o0 Wlight ahech are the owes levels of eresion o s methodology A copy nf e form wsed
o document S5F i sttuched (Appendix A, "Determunanon of Erosion Condition Class ™).

Anather imdicator of Upland Wstershed condition i plant composition snd community structre. Cusrent
plant congposttinn is compared w a defined Posemial Narrn) Plase Commumity fos the identified soil rype




and precipitation zone. Using the 1988 Ecological Site Inventory, the percent of public land in the
allotment in each seral stage is summarized in the table below. All of the known public acres in the
allotment are in the Mid seral (40%) and Late seral (13%) stages. A tour of the allotment with an
interdisciplinary team from the Lakeview Resource area on May 23, 2002 confirmed that the public land in
the allotment appeared to be in mid or late seral stage.

The current use for 2 weeks in the spring and 2 weeks in the fall result in utilization on the crested
wheatgrass while allowing the native vegetation to increase in both ground cover and production.

o
ACRES ACRES ACRES ACRES Rockland | Unknown*
PNC LATE MID EARLY
SERAL SERAL SERAL
0 77 240 0 0 283

* The unknown acres on this allotment are the result of the allotment being along the edge of the resource
area and the vegetation types were mostly on private and National Forest and therefore no transect was
sampled on these types.

Standard 2 - Riparian/Wetland

This standard is being met. The status of the lotic riparian resource in the allotment is not known as no PFC
assessments have been completed. Peddler Creek, an intermitient stream, flows in the pasture for a half-
mile on BLM. Compared to conditions in 1995, Peddler's Creek has siabilized and is in an improving
trend. The nine acres of Jentic palustrine riparian resources in the allotment are in Proper Functioning
Condition.

Standard 3 Ecological Processes

This standard is being met. The interdisciplinary team on May 23, 2002 found utilization rates to be less
than 20% and the plant community was diverse with both grass and forbs growing vigorously. Using the
1988 Ecological Site Inventory, the Observed Apparent Trend (OAT) for the vegetation communities on
public land (600 acres) was determined to be upward on 53% of the acres and unknown on 47%. The form
for determining the OAT is Appendix B. These unknown acres are on lands not mapped by the BLM
because they are in relatively small areas surrounded by private or National Forest lands.

The 0200 allotment supports most of the terrestrial animals common to the sagebrush steppe in the Great
Basin. The allotment provides habitat for huntable populations of mule deer, pronghorn antelope, and sage
grouse. The 50 AUM’s allocated 1o wildlife seem adequate 1o support the current wildlife populations, and
was adjusted in the proposed RMP from 45 10 50 10 address the expansion of elk and potential competition
with livestock for forage identified in the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife's (ODFW) elk
management plan. There is currently no major competition between wildlife and domestic livestock for
forage, either early green-up grasses and forbs or winter browse such as antelope bitterbrush and curl-leaf
mountain mahogany which are both limited in distribution within the allotment.

The allotment lies within ODFW’s Warner Big Game Management Unit for deer, pronghom antelope, and
elk. Current populations are slightly below management objectives for mule deer and subsiantially below
that proposed for elk. The allotment contains crucial winter range habitat for mule deer. The allotment
also contains year-round habitat for sage grouse and pronghom antelope, however, no crucial habitat has
been identified.

Standard 4 - Water Quality Standards
There are no Oregon listed water quality limited streams in this pasture.
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Siamdard § Sptive, TAL sod Locally lmportant Spevies

Thos ssmdard o twarg rart The See i promghors populitons 50 Swslily sed e rresiny @ memie
wrthun e slotren Habost gusms ey 5 guales de m appee w be lumuing popsistes joe or brads
Carvese g edatoom o Seeagle w0 be Srprescey sl devr iR ruETEEL however drer amd prosghors
Popuianoms (ot w0 Mo e w0 o slglaly Selow (0F W o Mams e (g teve for the oot A
prEeral st bewson o dewiny e popeitan rpacsee of ¢ B sk e o hoeever f ODF% o
srable o luvet Rutare cypamonn te tr proposed Massgs mwst (e live lor the ares. comperia itk
dorrw it Livestin b sy ocour and Srpreduton o priveie eds ey bey e a0 uowe  EIb expamsrm will
be scibrmased on the upc iy RMP.

The habatnt prove ided withim the aflotment o crucial o winiering dee i it W maljoins with winter range on
the fiawewst b she west and 10 BLM - adounsrered winter tange 1o the norih sl souih. 1 provides habitas
cannectiviry, s well ne o spatial distribution of lawer ebevution mnge eritieal during high snowdall years.

The allotmem alve provides habin for numerous small and sangame brds nd mammuls common bo the
Carent Mavin, ws well us, sape prouse and murgma) Califormis sheep habiit  There 1 one known
vape prowiae bl foand withm the sllosment Sape prouse populstions like the revt of soutbeassern Orepom
o viable  The allctment slso provides labitst for rapeen snd wme LM snd site semdtive soldlife
spwws and federally Inved speoies. Moo critucal habitat o limuissions fave bwes sdestified for 2ty of these
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