





B Burns District Planning Update — FY 2004 - 2008

4,000 acres were laid out in the
summer of 2007 for a contract to be
awarded winter 2008. Cutting these
4,000 acres should begin in spring
2008.

In total, these 6,000 acres have been
cut to prepare for a prescribed fire
covering Phase 1 (24,000 acres) of
Five Creeks Rangeland Restoration
Project in FY09. Cooperators include
Harmey Soil and Water Conservation
District, Harney County Watershed

Photos WF-2 and WF-3. Freshly cut juniper around a mahogany stand. Council, Otley Brothers Inc., Steens
Cut frees will be piled away from the mahogany and burned in 2009 Mountain Ranch, Riddle Ranches
so the fire-sensitive mahogany will not be lost during broadcast burn and Home Ranch, LLC.
operations.

INoRTH STEENS ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROJECT:

North Steens Ecosystem Restoration Project (North Steens Project) is a landscape-level project to reduce juniper-
related fuel loading and improve ecological health of the area by encouraging a healthy functioning ecosys
tem through appropriate land uses. This is a multiyear project and each year the extent of implementation will
vary depending on variables such as staff limitations, resource considerations and climatic and operational
conditions.

The proposed Project Area is located within the Andrews RA primarily within the CMPA and encompasses approxi
mately 336,000 acres of private land and public land administered by the BLM.

The EOARC will work cooperatively with the BLM by placing intensive research sites on selected areas within the
Project Area. The EOARC is jointly operated by OSU and U.S. Department of Agriculture- Agricultural Research
Service. The BLM will work closely with EOARC to monitor project results.

Early in 2005, numerous comment letters were received during the initial 43-day scoping period. Most letters
contained substantive comments, which suppored the proposed project in principle. Some members of the
public believed the proposed management direction in the alternatives did not provide adequate resource
protection, while others wanted more emphasis on restoration of water quality and wildlife habitat. Treatments in
wilderness, WSAs, and WSR corridors, and concerns about livestock grazing were themes as well. In response to
public comments received during the first public scoping opportunity and increased interest in participation, a
number of changes were made to the proposal resulting in the need for preparation of an EIS. An additional 15
day scoping period was offered for further public involvement. Five letters were received addressing ten issues.

On February 10, 2006, the EPA Notice of Availability of the North Steens Project Draft EIS was published in the Fed
eral Register initiating a 45-day public comment period. A news release was sent 1o media groups including the
Burns Times-Herald and KZZR Radio announcing availability of the Draft EIS. Approximately 118 hard copies and
125 compact disc copies of the Draft EIS were sent to individuals, agencies, and organizations. A newsletter was
also distributed to names on the mailing list announcing the availability of the Draft EIS as well as announcing the
public comment period and meeting dates. During the 45-day public comment period, public meetings were
held in Burns and Diamond, Oregon, with a total of 13 affending. Numerous comments were received and were
reviewed by BLM specialists and cooperating agencies. Changes were made between the Draft and Final EIS
based on public comments and infemnal review. The BLM continued 1o involve the SMAC and cooperating agen
cies throughout the process.

A 30-day availability period was offered on the Final EIS beginning on August 17, 2007, following publication of
EPA's Notice of Availability in the Federal Register. A Preferred Alternative was identified based on a recommen

dation provided by the SMAC. A news release was sent 1o media groups including the Burns Times-Herald and

KZZR Radio announcing availability of the FEIS. Approximately 167 hard copies and 10 compact disc copies
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were mailed to individuals, agencies and organizations on the mailing list. The FEIS was also made available on

the BLM Web site at http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/burns/plans/burns.php.

The ROD was signed on September 26, 2007, and subsequently appealed 1o IBLA. The IBLA did not issue a stay.
A final decision on all appealed elements is pending.

WibLanps JuNIPER MIANAGEMENT AREA:

Various mechanical and prescribed fire freatments will be applied to demonstration plots in the Wildlands
Juniper Management Area (WJMA) on Steens Mountain Loop Road. The WIMA was established for the purpose
of demonstrating and experimenting with management tfechniques intended for restoration of fire-adapted
ecosystems and reduction of hazardous fuels on Steens Mountain.

Implementation on the demonstration plots in the WJMA began in 2006. In 2006 the juniper cut-and-leave plot
and the cut-and-machine pile plot were completed. In 2007, juniper blasting and demonstration pile burning
were completed on their respective plots. In 2009 implementation plans are to initiate the hand cut plot, com
plete additional pile burning and tentatively initiate the broadcast burming plot in 2010. Work on the project is
ongoing.

PLANNED WORK FOR FY08

In 2008 further analysis and implementation will occur using the FPA process to prepare for the 2011 budget
cycle. Implementation work will continue on the above mentioned projects in FYO8 and have work planned over
the next several years. Of the projects entering their final phases, RSC and Oliver Springs should see completion
in 2009 and SHED in 2010. Monitoring on treatments under the Emergency Stabilization and Burmed Area Reha
bilitation Plans will continue through 2011.

LAaw ENFORCEMENT

Burns District has one full-time BLM Law Enforcement Ranger and, through a law enforcement agreement with
Harney County Sheriff's Office, the service of one half-time sheriff’'s deputy.

Law enforcement efforts for FYO4-FYO7 included the following:

Responding to and investigating natural resource crimes throughout the District
Investigating occupancy trespass cases and fire frespass cases

Investigating drug/narcotic offenses

Investigating crimes against Federal employees and Federal property

Assists to other BLM districts for marijuana eradication

Coordinating law enforcement actions with other Federal, State and local departments including Hamey County Sheriff’s
Office, Bums Police Department, Hines Police Department, Burns Paiute Tribal Police, Oregon State Police, USFS, USFWS,
Drug Enforcement Administration and the Oregon Army National Guard.

NN NN

FY Number of Incidents/Cases Entered into The BLM LAWNET System
2004 75
2005 80
2006 88
2007 90

Cases and incidents have resulted in written warnings, citations, physical arrests and referral of cases to other
agencies.
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In addition to the above, negligent, human-caused fires resulted in damages of excess of $30,000 in FY05,
$2,000,000 in FY06, and $40,000 in FYO7.

PLANNED WORKED FOR 2008

Through an agreement, Burns District Law Enforcement will use Harney County Sheriff’s Office for specific BLM pa
frols. This agreement will go through September 2008. Also, specific enforcement activities have been targeted
in the CMPA and Alvord Desert WSA. The focus in these areas will be OHV incursions.

WIiLD HORSE AND BURRO PROGRAM

Burns District is the lead office for Oregon and Washing
ton’s wild horse adoption and population management
program. The District manages eight HMAs and provides
support for the management of an additional 11 HMAs
located in Lakeview, Vale, and Prineville Districts. In addi
fion, one herd is managed by Ochoco National Forest
near Prineville and a second near Dayville is managed
jointly by Prineville BLM District and Malheur National For
est.

In FYO4 approximately 3,169 horses were on the range
in Oregon’s 21 HMAs compared to 2,082 in FY05, 2,490
in FYO6, and 2,569 in FYO7. Each HMA is gathered every
3-5 years, depending on range conditions and popula
fion numbers determined by range studies and periodic
Photo WH-1. South Steens Red Pinto Foal with Mare  census flights. In FYO4 Bums District remnoved 785 horses
from their HMAs compared to 891 in FY05, 423 in FY06,
and 283 in FYO7. Gathered excess animals are available
to qualified adopters at Burns Wild Horse Facility and various adoption events in Oregon and Washington. Burros
from the southwest are also available at some of the adoption events. Animals are also available to adopt
ers through the “Walk Up” appointments at the Burms Corral Facility for the minimum adoption fee of $125 per
animal. In FY04 the Bureau placed 455 animals in adoptive homes during nine adoption events in Oregon and
Washington and the remaining excess animals (397) were transferred to other adoption events in other states
andjor to long-term holding facilities. In FY05, 309 animals were placed in adoptive homes. In FY06, 283 animals
were placed and 159 in FYO7.

Burns District established a pre- and post-adoption program where BLM will partner with other individuals and uni
versities to present two programs to adopters. The pre-adoption program consists of presentations of how much
money and time are required for horse maintenance, horse physiology and training demonstrations. Post-adop
fion clinics have adopters bring their adopted horses to the event and trainers teach them how to address their
fraining problems. Three classes were held as follows: 1) March 18 and 19, 2006 - “Help for Horses and Owners”:
Shelton, Washington; 2) April 4-6, 2007 - “TAME" (Teaching and Achieving Mustang Excellence) Prineville, Oregon;
and 3) August 25 and 26, 2007 - “TAME 1I”, Redmond, Oregon. Both TAME clinics were co-sponsored by BLM,
Central Oregon Wild Horse Coalition and USFS, Ochoco National Forest.

Prineville District has established a living animal display program with High Desert Museum located in Bend, Or
egon. The BLM brings two animals to the museum each year and trainers work with these animals during the year
giving training demonstrations at the museum. At the end of the year, horses are saddle broke and High Desert
Museum hosts an adoption for these animails. Prineville District is developing partnerships with advocacy groups
in central Oregon 1o assist in compliance and placement of animals in adoptive homes.

In addition, in 2006 and 2007 the Burns District Wild Horse and Burro Program continued expansion of a network
of volunteers o support compliance and adoption facets of the program. In an effort to maximize success of
adoptions, outreach efforts to Oregon and Washington horse trainers experienced and available to work with
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mustangs were conducted. A new trainer list was created and made available to past and future adopters.

In November 2007, the Kiger Adoption Event was held drawing interested adopters from 21 states. A total of
106 horses were adopted with two high-bids for Kigers of $7,800 and $7,400. Oregon horses found new homes
in Washington, Idaho, California, South Dakota, Wyoming, lllinois, Tennessee, Georgia, Texas, Arizona, Colorado,
Kansas, Missouri and of course, Oregon.

Oregon’s Wild Horse Corral Facility received a considerable overnaul in summer 2007. With the original facility
construction taking place in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the water and corral systems have slowly deterio
rated over the years and needed replacing. The list of long-overdue upgrades included self-watering troughs,
new water lines and electricity for heat o each trough, a new 10,000-gallon water storage tank, an evaporation
pond to collect water runoff, and approximately 6,000 feet of steel posts and panels for pens and alleyways.

Installation of a “TUB" system for sorting and handling the mustangs was another big improvement. The purposes
of the “TUB” are to (1) minimize stress to the animals and stock people (us!) while handling, and (2) reduce the
number of people required to handle and sorf the animails. The handling and sorting facility consists of a circu
lar fub connected o a chute leading fo the “processing area” where animails are freeze-marked, vaccinated,
aged, etc. Horses enter the circular fub and centrally pivoted swinging gates rotate and slowly push the animails
through the chute for processing. The chute is angled to encourage animal flow and has capacity to facilitate
all sizes of horses from weanlings to older studs.

The remodel was long over-due and has since provided a safer working environment, longer-lasting facility struc
ture, increased operational efficiency and reduced costs to taxpayers.

PrLANNED WoRK For FY08

The Burns District plans to remove approximately 803 horses in highest priority areas to be determined through
assessment of AML priorities and drought conditions. Adoptions, pre- and post adoption clinics, volunteer contri
butions and the High Desert Museum partnership will continue.

Information about the Wild Horse Program is available through the intemet at the following sites:

National Wild Horse and Burro Web Page: http://www.blm.gov/whb
Burns District Home Page: http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/burns/wildhorse/index.php

Adoption applications and information may also be obtained by calling the Burns District Office at (541) 573
4400.

VOLUNTEERS AND QOUTREACH

AccomPLISHMENTS FOR Y04

In FYO4, volunteers and hosted workers contributed almost 13,000 hours of service to public lands on the Burns
District, valuing over $220,000 worth of work,

Steens Mountain Wilderness was established by the Steens Act to protect a unique area of Oregon’s high des
ert. Within the wildemess, and also as part of the Steens Act, a 97,000-acre section was designated as a No
Livestock Grazing Area — the first Congressionally designated area of its kind within wilderness. This designation
left miles and miles of barbed-fire fence in the No Livestock Grazing Area no longer needed and obsolete. With
the help of several volunteer groups, miles of fence are gradually being removed and the No Livestock Grazing
Area is slowly moving toward its original landscape. Fence removal projects began in 2002 and since then, sev
eral groups including ONDA, Oregon Trout, Sierra Club, Steens-Alvord Codlition, Kiger Mesteno Association, and
Wilderness Volunteers have worked cooperatively and aided the BLM in removing miles and miles of old fence.
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