ATTACHVENT 1

STANDARDS AND GUI DELI NES WORKSHOP

Novenber 17-18, 1997

Br eakout Session

Subj ect: Standard #5 - Water Quality Meets State Standards.

| ssue: How wi I | / shoul d the water quality standard be assessed?
What kind of water quality nmonitoring should be done?

Action: Is a statew de policy needed?

GROUP_FI NDI NGS:

Statew de Interim Guidance is needed to address the foll ow ng
points (it should be interimin nature due to the fact that WEQ
is still establishing policy and procedures directly related to
determ ni ng whether water quality standards are net, benefici al
uses satisfied, criteria for deciding limtation, etc.).

Wom ng BLM has al ready established an interdisciplinary Vater
Qual ity Workgroup (WQ Workgroup), its nmenbership determ ned by
District and Area Managers. Menbers (alternates-*) include:

Wor | and Rawl i ns Rock Springs Casper

District District District District

Bill WIson M ke Stewart Denni s d en Nebeker
Doncast er

Roger | nman G eg Bautz Joe MWyer-*
Arl an Hi ner-~*

St eve Ken Peacock

Ki racof e-* Ber ni e

Bill Watters-* Weynand- *

This group has already entertained the follow ng and ot her water
quality related issues during several neetings and should
prepare, in consultation with other staff and WDEQ the
appropriate interimpolicy.

1. Determ ni ng whether the standard is net:

a - checking the State's 303(d) Water Quality Limted
Segnent list (i.e., waterbodies not neeting the standards or
sati sfying established beneficial use) should be our
starting point;



b - consultation with WDEQ and ot her agenci es regardi ng
avai l abl e water quality or related data should be common
practice during allotnment evaluation; also, allotnent
assessnment priorities should be coordinated with WDEQ (noved
to their high priority) to ensure BLM WDEQ nonitoring
efficiency, etc., is maxim zed;

C - one option is to obtain an imrediate ruling from WEQ
regardi ng whet her water quality standards are being nmet on
wat er bodi es in question (on our priority assessnent
allotnments)  the lack of a WDEQ ruling would force BLMto
initiate one of the follow ng actions; proceed with our own
ruling and make certain to coordinate wwth WDEQ to ensure

t heir support; or enter unknown for Standard #5 on the
assessnent checklist and then wait for WDEQ to nmake a ruling
on #5 while we proceed with actions on all other Standards;

2) Water quality nonitoring approach:

Background expl anation: the State's current standards are
quantitative and traditional water quality nonitoring (e.qg.,
for chem cal constituent concentrations) is time consum ng
and costly wth >3 sanpl es per stream per year for 3-5
years.

a - aviable option is to establish/utilize repeatable
"indicator” nonitoring nethods (looking at physical or

bi ol ogi cal characteristics that are closely related to

chem cal water quality) including PFC, macroinvertebrate,
channel cross sections, etc.; also, use of neter readi ngs of
pH t enperature/ TDS/ DO, etc., m ght be investigated,

b - these optional approaches nust be di scussed with WDEQ to
ensure their support;

3. The nature and scope of the nonitoring workload will depend on
the options selected; an additional workload (primarily for
the few remai ning hydrol ogists) will result unless al
wat er bodi es are listed as unknown for neeting water quality
standards and WDEQ tasked with answering this question
staffing options, contracts, and interagency agreenents wl|l
need to be considered.

OTHER BACKGROUND TOPI CS DI SCUSSED DURI NG S&G MEETI NG

» WOAG (BLM recommendations for Solicitor's opinion

» State Water Quality Advisory Board



1998 Priority list 60/300 Segs
Monitoring coordination on State's TMDL wor kpl an
WDEQ & BLM policy for WQLS nom nation - on goi ng

WDEQ BLM MOU (WQ St andar d)

vV V V V VY

Addressing water quality limtation vs. riparian, stream
channel stability, upland erosion

-l ow fl ow

-State established nethods
--physical features>bank stability, cobble enbeddedness
--chenmi cal concentrations
--bi ol ogi cal > nacro/ m croi nvertebrates

» Certain nethods we can use? DEQ direction

» Focus on physical and biol ogical characteristics
- PFC
- macroi nvertebrates indicators (hydrol ogi st hel p)

1. Starting Point > State 303(d) list (re. to BLMs priority
al | ots)

El evate waterbodies in State's priorities based on BLM
managenent needs

2. WQ data or other anecdotal data from WDEQ and ot her agenci es
during all otnent assessnent process

2a: Focus on physical (e.g., PFC, Rosgen, etc.) and biol ogical
characteristics (State nethods) to prioritize
al | ot nent s/ wat erbodi es to get WDEQ s call on exceedance of a
wat er qual ity standard.

(Based on Classes I-4 to prioritize and | ook at our data
within high priority |I Category allotnents).



ATTACHMENT 2

O her DRAFT Interim Resource Managenent Options (relative to
TVDL/ WQLS program---Thinking Points fromthe August 1997 WQ
Wor kgr oup neeti ng:

1. Miintain traditional managenent approach, (i.e., business as
usual with no special attention to WQLS or TMDLs) - all ow
interested parties to appeal decisions affecting WQLS (e.g.,
activity plans) and pronote action by the State.

2. Take a supporting role in TMDL devel opnment for future BLM
activity plans:

- In circunstances where stakehol ders are agreeable, BLM could
identify its high priority WQLS/ TMDL needs (in relation to
State priorities), prepare nanagenent options with key

st akehol ders (whi ch woul d i nclude objectives and BWMPs to
remedy causes of inpairnment and neet appropriate State water
gqual ity standards), and present the latter to the State that
it mght establish the required TMDL;

- In contentious circunstances, BLMcould identify high
priority WOQLS/ TMDL needs to the State and pronote its
consi deration and acti on.

3. Wit for the State to develop TMDLs for all WQS; if Bureau
authorized activities are identified as a source of inpairnent,
or contributing to an inpairnment, the Bureau would initiate
activity plans whereby nanagenent practices and treatnents, or

St ate approved BMPs, would be identified and inplenented |ike any
| andowner .



