
 
Sears Point Area of Critical Environmental Concern/ 

Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail 
 

ARIZONA Yuma County Congressional District 7 

 
Acquired to Date Location Southwest Arizona, 80 miles 

east of Yuma. Method Acres Cost ($) 
 Purchase 0 0

Exchange 0 0
Donation 320 48,000
Other 0 0
Partners 0 0

Purpose Protect significant cultural and 
natural resources within the 
boundary of Sears Point Area 
of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC). Proposed for FY2004 

 Method Acres Cost ($) 
Purchase 2,520 500,000

Pending Future Action 
Method Acres Cost ($) 

Pending 4,142 1,500,000

Purchase 
Opportunities 

Multiple properties threatened 
with commercial use, 
industrial extraction, and 
seasonal rural residential 
development are available.   

 
Cooperators The Archeological Conservancy, The Conservation Fund, The Nature Conservancy, 

The Trust for Public Land, Arizona Game and Fish Department, City of Yuma. 
 
Project 
Description 

For thousands of years, Native Americans and historic peoples were drawn to Sears 
Point, an isolated area of black mesas along the Gila River.  The 3,668-acre Sears 
Point ACEC lies at this crossroad of historical events and cultures.  It embraces a wide 
array of archeological sites, including rock alignments and aboriginal trails.  This fragile 
evidence of human history spans thousands of years with some dating as far back as 
the Archaic Period.  Numerous petroglyph panels carved by travelers at various times 
in history make up the core of this fascinating body of evidence.  These petroglyphs 
attest that the Gila River has long been an important route for travel through Arizona.  
The Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail and the Butterfield Overland Mail 
Route followed the course of the Gila River as it wound its way past Sears Point. 
 
The Sears Point Archeological District was nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1985, and designated an ACEC in 1988.  In addition to protecting 
abundant cultural resources, it also protects important natural resources, such as the 
nearby mesquite bosque on the Gila River floodplain.  The bosque provides high-
quality habitat for wildlife, including southwestern willow flycatcher migration. 
 
The fragile and isolated nature of the petroglyphs at Sears Point leaves them 
particularly vulnerable to theft and senseless acts of vandalism.  Evidence of both can 
already be found among the irreplaceable motifs etched in rock.  Native American 
tribal governments and the City of Yuma have expressed interest in cooperating with 
the Bureau of Land Management to regulate public access and provide site 
interpretation to conserve this world-class resource. 

 
O&M Cost Estimated “start up” cost: $10,000 Estimated “annual” maintenance: $5,000 
 
GPRA Goal Preserve natural and cultural heritage resources. 

 
Bureau of Land Management 
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