Sandy River/Oregon National Historic Trail

OREGON

Clackamas and Multhomah

Counties Congressional Districts 3, 5

Location

Purpose

Purchase

Opportunities

Cooperators

Project
Description

O&M Cost

GPRA Goal

Northwest Oregon, 20 miles
southeast of Portland.

Acquired to Date

Method Acres
Purchase 912 4,164,000
Exchange 3,548 15,761,730
Donation 0 0
allowing for the protection of Other 0 0
significant scenic, recreation, Partners 1,500 6,660,115
fisheries, and wildlife values. Proposed for FY2004

Method Acres
Purchase 208
Pending Future Action

Acres
1,812

Cost ($)

Acquisition of multiple parcels
within the Sandy River gorge,

Cost ($)
1,000,000

Multiple properties facing
immediate threats from
commercial and rural
residential development, and
degrading land use practices

Method
Pending

Cost ($)
7,375,000

Western Rivers Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy, U.S. Forest Service, State of
Oregon, Clackamas and Multnomah Counties, METRO (regional government body),
Cities of Portland and Sandy, Portland General Electric (PGE), Northwest
Steelheaders, Oregon Trout, Sandy River Watershed Council.

A breath-taking scenic corridor immediately east of metropolitan Portland, the Sandy
and Salmon River canyons descend from the forested slopes of Mount Hood,
harboring a rich diversity of animal and plant populations, within secluded riparian and
wetland areas. Multiple listed salmon species, including Lower Columbia Chinook and
Chum salmon use these turbulent waters for spawning and rearing their young before
returning to the Pacific Ocean via the Columbia River. Old growth stands of Douglas
fir contain prime habitat for the threatened northern spotted owl.

The Sandy River project offers exceptional recreational opportunities for fishing, hiking,
camping, wildlife viewing, nature study, land-based recreational day use, and non-
motorized boating or floating. The project is easily accessible from the Portland Metro
area, the northwest's second largest population center.

The 29,000-acre Sandy River project contains the route of the historic Barlow Road,
the western segment of the Oregon National Historic Trail. The project shares a
common boundary with the Salmon-Huckleberry Wilderness, administered by the U.S.
Forest Service.

BLM is working with PGE to remove the Bull Run hydroelectric project, including dams
on both the Sandy and Little Sandy Rivers. Dam removal will restore the free flowing
character of the Sandy River. The decommissioning includes eventual transfer of
1,272 acres of PGE lands within the Sandy River project area into Federal ownership.

Estimated “start up” cost: $5,000 Estimated “annual” maintenance: $1,500

Provide opportunities for environmentally responsible recreation.

Bureau of Land Management
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