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DD:  5/26/04

IMMEDIATE ATTENTION REQUIRED

On April 20, 2004, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) published a positive 90-day finding that prompted further evaluation of the status of greater sage-grouse and its habitat. Over the next nine months, FWS will analyze information to determine if greater sage-grouse warrant a listing as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act.  To assist FWS in its evaluation, BLM will provide a synthesis of conservation actions on BLM-managed lands to FWS by June 21, 2004. 
As you are aware, the Director has made sage-grouse conservation a Bureau priority, therefore, this request will require your immediate attention.  Because the data call pertains only to greater sage-grouse, the Monticello Field Office is exempt from this Information Request. 
Attached is an advanced hard copy version of a Washington Office information request designed to gather data about the BLM activities and management requirements that provide benefits or offer protection to greater sage-grouse and its habitat. An electronic version via Lotus Notes will be available by May 12th for entry and submission of your data.  The questions in the hard copy version and electronic version will be identical; therefore, Field Offices are encouraged to begin compiling information while the National Science and Technology Center (NSTC) constructs the Lotus version. Field Offices will enter their data using the electronic version. All information must be submitted in the electronic version by land use planning area by COB May 26, 2004.  Based on recent conversations with the Washington Office, this date will be considered firm, with no leeway expected. Field Managers should make adjustments as necessary to ensure the submission of data by the due date.  Some Field Offices may require only limited responses, while for others this data call will be a significant workload, as the data is requested by planning area, which will require some of the offices to go through the exercise several times.
The attached WO Information Request contains detailed information about the request, including what data will be provided by NSTC, what data will be provided by the Field Office’s, and how the data will be entered.  The attached Excel Table lists the responsible Field Manager, or their designee, for each affected planning area; as well as the primary Field Office contact that will be responsible for inputting the data.  Please review the attached Information Request carefully.  The request covers several disciplines and will require the involvement of specialists from each discipline at the Field Office level.  The State Office will provide assistance as needed.  To assist the Field Offices, the Utah State Office has arranged a conference call for Tuesday May 11th, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Please call in for the conference call to 888-889-2034 and use passcode 34715.  The call should include the Field Manager and/or the primary Field Office contact for the information request, as identified in the attached table.  It is also recommended that other disciplines which will be involved in the data call be represented.  The conference call will provide the Field Offices an opportunity to ask questions and begin the task of accomplishing the data call in the allotted time.
Field Offices should direct questions to Steve Madsen, State Office wildlife program lead at 801-539-4058, prior to May 17th, or David Mills, Colorado Plateau Special Status Species biologist at 435-896-1571, during the week of May 17th.  To maintain consistency throughout the nine Bureau states responding to the data call, the wildlife program leads may direct questions to Washington Office contacts Megan Kram (202-785-6570) or Roxanne Falise (406-896-5025).
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