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September 21, 2004
(UT-933)P
Instruction Memorandum No. UT 2004-090
(Expires: 09/30/2005)
To:
AFOs

From:
State Director
Subject:
Inspection of Water Developments and Installation of Escape Ramps  

DD: October 10, 2004
Purpose: This Instruction Memorandum provides guidance for the reporting requirements for the inspection, maintenance and installation of escape ramps on water development projects in accordance with Instruction Memorandum No. 2004-156.

Background: Washington Office Instruction Memorandum (IM) No. 2004-156 (attached) requires the inspection of all open water troughs and tanks to protect water quality and reduce wildlife loss through the maintenance or installation of wildlife escape ramps. It also requires each State to report on the progress of this effort on October 15 of each year until this workload is completed.

The Rangeland Improvement Project System has been used to identify those water developments within the State that may have open water troughs or tanks and may pose a threat to wildlife. A total of 2,030 such water developments have been identified in the attached spreadsheet. The inspection of these projects is expected to take several years and tracking procedures are necessary to accurately accomplish these inspections and any necessary maintenance or installation of escape ramps. The attached spreadsheet will be used to document the inspection and maintenance/installation dates of escape ramps and to report yearly progress.
Policy/Action:  Prior to October 10, 2004, each Field Office should review their water developments included on the attached spreadsheet for accuracy and add any projects that may have been missed, including projects completed in FY 2004. To minimize the required workload Field Office’s should also review this list for projects which do not have open water sources and do not pose a threat to wildlife. These projects should be marked as Not Applicable (NA) in the final two columns of the table. The remaining projects, including those whose status is uncertain, must be inspected in accordance with IM No. 2004-156 and escape ramps maintained or installed as needed. The inspection date and the date of any maintenance or installation of escape ramps should be entered on the attached spreadsheet for reporting purposes.
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On or before October 10 of each year, Field Offices will submit to the Utah State Office the attached  spreadsheet indicating their progress on the inspection, maintenance and installation of escape ramps. The Utah State Range Lead will consolidate the Field Office submissions and submit the report to WO 220.  

The inspection maintenance and installation of escape ramps is expected to take up to 3 years. Utah’s goal is to have full compliance with the WO IM No. 2004-156 by the end of fiscal year 2007. At that time no further reporting will be required of the Field Offices regarding this effort. As work progresses, Field Offices with inspections and escape ramp installations in excess of their ability to complete them by the end of FY 2007, should contact Larry Lichthardt at the Utah State Office to determine an appropriate schedule for the completion of this workload.

Contact:  Questions regarding this instruction memorandum should be directed to Larry Lichthardt at the Utah State Office, 801-539-4168.
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Attachments:


Instruction Memorandum No. WO-2004-156 (3 pages)


Water Development Identification and Reporting Spreadsheet (57 pages)






