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2004 Range Technical Program Review



DD: 04/16/04

In accordance with the 2004 AWP State/Office-Specific Direction, the Washington Office (WO) will be conducting a Technical Program Review of the Range program in Utah beginning April 26 and running through April 30, 2004. This review will focus on the completion of Rangeland Health assessments and the renewal of grazing permits in accordance with WO IM 2003-071.  The review will include an assessment of existing documents and interviews with staff in the Salt Lake, Cedar City, Kanab and Richfield Field Offices as well as the Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument.
Field Office contacts will be made in person by a Team consisting of five BLM specialists from the Washington Office and from offices in other States.  Field Offices visits will consist of a briefing with the Field Office Manager followed by a discussion and interview session with the staffs responsible for the assessment of Standards and the permit renewal process.  After the staff interview, time will be available for individuals to talk with the Team at the individuals or Teams request.  Field Office visits are scheduled as follows:

Salt Lake Field Office

Monday, April 26, 2004 (1 – 5 pm)


Cedar City Field Office
Tuesday, April 27, 2004 (1 – 5 pm)


Kanab Field Office

Wednesday, April 28, 2004 (10 am – 2:30 pm)


GSENM


Wednesday, April 28, 2004 (3 – 5 pm) 
Thursday (8 – 9:30 am)

Richfield


Thursday, April 29, 2004 (1 – 5 pm)

The discussion and interview session will address all aspects of the permit renewal and standards assessment processes including Internal/External customer relationships, T/E Consultation, Standards assessment, and the NEPA and decision process. Customer relationships will address the inclusion of internal and external customers in the process as well as direction within the Office and State.  T&E species consultation will include discussions and questions concerning the Blake decision, formal and informal consultation with the FWS, development of biological assessments, involvement of the permittee, and the timeliness of the consultation process.  Discussion regarding Land Health 

Standards will include development and completion of the Evaluation and Determination, the collection of upland and riparian data, priority setting, the collection of inventory and monitoring data, and the scale at which assessments, evaluations and determinations are completed.  For the NEPA and Decision process, cumulative impact analysis, appeal workloads, consultation with interested parties, and the supporting rationale for evaluations and decisions, will be discussed. 
Those Field Offices that are scheduled for interviews should supply the following information no later than April 16, 2004: 
· A recent final decision for permit renewal.  (A decision issued within the last twelve months and that has been appealed is preferred.)

·  The NEPA document associated with this decision.

· A copy of the appeal.
· A copy of the biological assessment and response by the FWS.

· The associated Evaluation and Determination documents (do not include detailed data sheets).

· A copy of the permit that was issued including the terms and conditions.

The Monument should supply the following information or documents.

· One page overview of EIS process and status.

· Example of a completed Evaluation and preliminary Determination.
· One page overview of the consultation process that is or will be occurring.
· Any example of information that has been supplied to the FWS. 

It is the intention of the team to review recent documentation regarding permit renewals and standards assessments. If the most recent decision is more that 12 months old, please contact Larry Lichthardt to determine what information would be most appropriate to supply.  The Field Office should also be prepared to supply other documentation of standards assessments and permit renewal documentation as requested at the time of the Field Office visit.    All requested information should be sent to Larry Lichthardt at the Utah State Office (UT-933) and will be supplied to the reviewing Team prior to their office visit.

Field Office staffs that have been involved in the standards assessment and permit renewal processes should attend the TPR interviews as shown in the above schedule.
No action is required of those offices that are not being interviewed, although they are encouraged to bring forward any relevant information or recommendations regarding this TPR to Bob Bolton of the Washington Office by May 7, 2004. This information will be taken into consideration in the Teams final report. 

Thank you for your help on this very important matter.  If you have any questions please contact Larry Lichthardt at (801) 539-4168.
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