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March 26, 2004
Instruction Memorandum No. UT-2004-051
Expires: 09/30/2005
To:

All Field Offices

From:

Deputy State Director, Lands and Minerals

Subject:
Stream List for Recreational Dredging and Sluicing Application

 DD: April 9, 2004
PROGRAM AREA: Mining Law Administration, Surface Management
PURPOSE: The purpose of this IM is to request all field offices to review the attached list of streams available to the Recreational Dredging and Sluicing Application process.  Also, we are requesting the nomination of additional stream sections within your respective jurisdiction that should be added to the stream list. 
BACKGROUND:  Since 1995, BLM has participated in the Recreational Dredging and Sluicing Application process.  The definition of recreational dredging and sluicing is: (1) the operation of one vacuum or suction dredge with an intake diameter of 4 inches or less, having a rating of 12 HP or less; or (2) the use of hand-operated sluice equipment and/or related hand tools.  Dredging and sluicing activity with either hand-operated or mechanized equipment must occur beneath the existing water surface of an active stream channel or upon non-vegetated sand and gravel bars exposed within the active stream channel for a period not to exceed 45 days annually.
Recreational dredging and sluicing that meets the definition above is considered casual use.  Through this application process we are able to monitor this type of mining activity to ensure there is no or negligible disturbance of the public lands.  If the mining activity exceeds negligible disturbance, then the operator is required to submit a notice or plan of operations.     
POLICY/ACTION:  The Surface Management Regulations require BLM to inform the State whether federally proposed or listed threatened or endangered species or their proposed or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed suction dredging activities.  Recreational dredging and sluicing that meets the definition described above is casual use.  By participating in this type of application process we ensure that this type of mining activity does not affect listed threatened or endangered species or their proposed or designated critical habitat.  
Please review the attached list entitled “List of Streams available for Recreational Dredging and Sluicing with valid Utah RD&S Permit 200_.”  Please provide your comments/corrections to the stream name, legal description, months open to RD&S, land managing agency address and telephone number.  In addition, if there are new stream section/segments you would like to nominate that meet the General Permit Closure Criteria for Recreational Dredging Permit please provide this information as well.  Your comments are due no later than COB April 9, 2004 to Terry Snyder.
For your information, we are in the process of writing an MOU to document this working relationship with the Division of Water Rights.  The MOU will be provided to you under a separate IM.

TIMEFRAME:  Comments on the stream list are due by COB April 9, 2004.
BUDGET IMPACT:  The budget impact from this IM is anticipated to be minimal. 
MANUAL/HANDBOOK SECTIONS AFFECTED:  None.
COORDINATION:  This IM is being reviewed by all Field Office Surface Management Specialist, Field Office Wildlife biologist, State Office Wildlife Biologist, State Office T&E Specialist, State Office Fishery Biologist and State Office Surface Management Specialist.
CONTACT: If you have any questions concerning this IM, please contact Terry Snyder, Solid Minerals Branch at (801) 539-4026. 
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Records Manager

Attachments
      1.   Recreational Dredging and Sluicing Application

      2.  Conditions of Approval

      3.  List of Streams Available for Recreational Dredging and Sluicing (RD&S) with valid Utah RD&S  
              Permit-200_                    
      4.   General Permit Closure Criteria for Recreational Dredging Permit






