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October 20, 2003
Instruction Memorandum No. UT 2004-008
(Expires:  09/30/2005)

To: 

All Employees

From: 

State Director

Subject: 
Clarification of Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Designations and Travel 

Management in the BLM Land Use Planning Process

DD: Effective Upon Receipt

Program Area:  Recreation and Land Use Planning.

Purpose: To transmit to all employees the recently released Washington Office (WO) Instruction Memorandum No. 2004-005, Clarification of OHV Designations and Travel Management in the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Land Use Planning Process.

Background: The Washington Office released Instruction Memorandum (IM) No. 2004-005, Clarification of OHV Designations and Travel Management in the BLM Land Use Planning Process on October 6, 2003. This IM is not new BLM policy – it provides clarification and additional guidance for travel management decisions for the land use planning process.  

Policy/Action: This new IM, explains the importance of the changes to our land use planning process and where the public and BLM employees can find related materials, such as the Questions and Answers list. Links to the IM and associated information are on the BLM internet site, http://www.blm.gov.

While this IM allows for increased time for route designations, Field Offices in Utah should to the greatest extent possible designate routes during the RMP process.

This travel management clarification is intended to allow field personnel an increased amount of time to designate roads and trails in limited areas when they cannot be designated before completion of the RMP.  This will allow field personnel to solve complex issues, collect additional data, deal with conflicts in planning schedules or budget shortfalls, and have additional involvement from the public.  This additional time will result in a more complete picture and more accurate data on which to base route designations.  It will result in better management of our public lands and natural resources, and allow additional public involvement in the route designation process.  

2
Time Frame: These clarifications are in effect immediately.

Manual/Handbook Sections Affected:  Implementation of guidance provided in BLM Land Use Planning Handbook (H-1601-1 Appendix C, Section II.C.1., Release 1-1667, 11/22/00)

Coordination:  The BLM Washington Office Recreation and Planning Groups prepared this guidance, with extensive consultation from State Recreation, OHV and Planning Leads, the National Travel and Trails Team, and the Washington Office National Landscape Conservation System staff.

Budget Impact: There is no significant budget impact.

Contact: If you have further questions, please contact Robin Fehlau, OHV and Trails Coordinator, at (801) 539-4233.
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