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October 14, 2003
Instruction Memorandum No. UT 2004-006
Expires:  09/30/05

To:

All Field Office Managers and Deputy State Directors

From:

State Director

Subject:
Washington Office (WO) Instruction Memorandums 2003-274 and 2003-275

The subject instruction memoranda (IMs) are attached for your information and implementation.  Instruction Memorandum 2003-274 provides general guidance for interpretation of the Utah v. Norton wilderness inventory lawsuit settlement.  Instruction Memorandum 2003-275 provides guidance regarding the consideration of wilderness characteristics in the land use planning process. 

Instruction Memorandum 2003-275 gives the state and field offices 45 days to consider the implications of the guidance and to review and update existing policies for consistency.   As a result, we will develop state specific guidance, and are seeking field office input. 

One opportunity for input is during the wilderness session of the recreation workshop, where we will discuss the subject IMs and their implications, identify any inconsistent policies, and strategize elements of  state specific guidance.  The wilderness session is scheduled to take place on October 9, 2003, from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  We encourage each field office to have at least one person at that session. The person(s) should review the IMs, and come prepared with any questions, concerns, and knowledge regarding any inconsistent policy.   The workshop will take place at the Zion Ponderosa Ranch, just east of Zion National Park.  See Information Bulletin UT 2003-066 for details.

Please provide Margaret Kelsey with any additional input on the implications of IMs 2003-274 and 2003-275 by October 17, 2003.  Draft guidance will be available for discussion at the upcoming ULT meeting.

If you have questions, please contact Margaret Kelsey at 801-539-4068.
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