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DD: 5/5/2004 
Program Area:  All program areas.
Purpose:  The purpose of this memorandum is to designate individuals within the Utah State Office (SO) to serve as data stewards for data subject areas, corporate applications and corporate GIS data layers.  Attachment 1 lists these data subject areas, corporate applications and corporate GIS data layers and, in some cases, identifies individuals by name.  These names need to be confirmed and/or corrected by May 5, 2004. 
In addition, you are asked to supplement Attachment 1 with any state or national applications that are important to the mission of the BLM.
Individuals that are identified as data stewards do not have to be the senior technical expert; they must, however, have an in-depth knowledge of the data as well as, how the data is used.  In some cases, more than one individual may need to be named.  Attachment 2 sets forth specific responsibilities and skills associated with data steward designation.
Background:  “The mission of BLM is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the public lands for future generations.  We have become dependent on our automated systems and data to assist us with many of our daily land and data management decisions.  This dependence will continue to grow.  We must ensure the information we use is accurate, reliable, and reflects the professional integrity with which we perform our jobs.  The information legacy we leave behind is crucial to the successful future management of the public lands of the United States.”  (“Managing Data as a Valued Asset – August 2002”).

A goal of data management is that data used by the Bureau will be legally and scientifically defensible, will be relevant to its business requirements, will be collected and used in a consistent and objective manner, and that data stewards, along with State and National Data Administrators, will lead a continuing effort to improve data management and data quality.

National Data Stewards for data subject areas and National User Representatives for bureau applications have been named and can be viewed in the National Data Management and Data Architecture website http://web.blm.gov/data_mgt/contacts/index.htm.  
Washington Office IM 2003-149, dated April 15, 2003, titled “Data Management Roles and Responsibilities”, provides examples of data management responsibilities at all levels of the organization.  Furthermore, Utah IM 2003-050, dated March 28, 2003, titled  “Utah Data Steward Designation”, established designations at the program level. This memorandum is intended to maintain a current list of Utah designations.
Action:  Please supplement the lists or send any corrections to the designations to Walt Phelps, State Data Administrator, via email (walt_phelps@blm.gov) by May 5, 2004.  If there are other applications and corresponding data stewards that need to be listed, please forward that information as well.
Contact:  Any questions can be directed to Walt Phelps at (801) 539-4125.
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