[image: image1.png]United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT






IN REPLY REFER TO:      

3100 
(UT-924)P








September 11, 2003
Instruction Memorandum No. UT 2003-092
(Expires 09/30/2004)
To:
Field Managers, Utah

From:
State Director

Subject:
Integration of the Energy Policy and Conservation Act (EPCA) Inventory 


Results on Oil and Gas Leasing Stipulations into the Land Use Planning   


DD: 12/31/03 Vernal and Price Field Offices

Program Area:  Land Use Planning (LUP); Oil and Gas Use Authorization

Purpose:  Attached is Washington Office (WO) Instruction Memorandum (IM) No. 2003-233, establishing direction for integrating the EPCA inventory results into LUPs.  This memorandum is self-explanatory for all land use plans, but establishes first priority to the EPCA Focus Areas outlined in the IMs attachment 1.  In Utah, this would be the Uinta Basin and the Ferron Coal Trend administered by the Vernal (VFO) and Price Field Offices (PFO); both offices are currently undergoing LUP revisions.  
Policy/Action:  There are two components to this policy: (1) incorporation of EPCA inventory results into LUPs, and (2) oil and gas stipulations review.  

(1) Each field office is directed to integrate the EPCA inventory results into their LUP process.  It also requires that we assure that new LUPs clearly state the intent of any mitigation, and that mitigation is the least restrictive necessary to accomplish the desired protection.  To further improve consistency and understanding of lease stipulations, all stipulations developed in new land use plans will use the Uniform Format for Oil and Gas Lease Stipulations prepared by the Rocky Mountain Regional Coordinating Committee in March 1989, (see attached IM UT-90-157).    

(2) The stipulation evaluation will include a review of all current oil and gas stipulations in the State and Field Offices and evaluation of lease mitigation requirements to determine whether they are appropriate and effective, as directed by the IM.  This includes reviewing for appropriate levels of stipulations or unnecessary impediments to oil and gas production.  Any stipulation duplicative of Section 6 of the Standard Lease Terms will be eliminated using the exception, waiver, or modification criteria outlined in the land use plan or through the planning process.  
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Vernal and Price Field Offices have been identified within the EPCA Focus Area and are required to complete their task by December 31, 2003.  The Utah State Office (UT-924) will identify all current oil and gas lease stipulations for individual field offices and send them by electronic mail.  The stipulations will be categorized by program (e.g. recreation, wildlife, riparian, T&E, etc.).   By November 30, 2003, State Office program leads will convene with VFO and PFO specialists to review and make recommendations to revise and/or eliminate stipulations with the intent of reducing redundancy and impediments.    This same process will be done with other field offices by June 30, 2004.   

Field offices with land use plans outside the EPCA Focus Area, but within the remainder of the EPCA Basins (Moab, Monticello, Salt Lake, Richfield and Kanab), are required to complete this task through plan maintenance activities, provided they are not significantly different from the current stipulation language by June 30, 2004.  The existing stipulation formats in LUPs are to be replaced with the standardized forms so all LUPs display a consistent format. 
Timeframe:  This policy is in effect immediately.  Further guidance may be forthcoming as new information or procedures become available.
Budget Impact:  This policy is expected to have additional costs associated with the review of stipulations in existing plans and subsequent amendments or revisions.  Additional costs associated with current, ongoing plans should be minimal.  Costs for integrating and internal/external workshops to ensure consistent and appropriate integration into planning processes, are covered in a third quarter adjustment from the 2003 EPCA allocation. 

Contacts:  For further information you may contact Robert Lopez at (801) 539-4103 or Lauren Mermejo at (801) 539-4066.  Utah State Office program contacts will be: Ron Bolander, T&E Specialist, (801) 539-4065; Steve Madsen,  Riparian/Wildlife Specialist, (801) 539-4058; Garth Portillo, Cultural Specialist, (801) 539-4276; Laurie Bryant, Paleontology Specialist, (801) 539-4029 and Suzanne Garcia, Outdoor Recreation Specialist, (801) 539-4223. 
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