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Subject:
2003 Fire Restrictions


In an effort to streamline and simplify fire restriction policy in Utah, the USDA Forest Service, State of Utah, and BLM have agreed on new fire restrictions for 2003.  Our goal is to serve one customer – the public – and to lessen the amount of confusion that the public and the press have found in the past regarding policies and restricted locations.     

As you know, interagency cooperation and implementation of fire restrictions has been a difficult and sometimes unsuccessful task, even in local dispatch zones.  The variety of fuel types, elevation differences, and other natural factors have made consensus extremely difficult.  However, if we consider our audience – the public - general designations make sense, even if all locations in a dispatch zone (i.e. Support Area) are not yet in need of restrictions.  That is why we are requesting all interagency partners to agree on fire restrictions in their support area before implementation.  Dispatch zones (see map attached) will be the boundary line for local restrictions.

During the last couple of years, Stage 1 and Stage 2 restrictions have been confusing to the public and been difficult to implement.  These past restrictions were so detailed as to force fire management officers to request exclusions on almost every restriction ordered.  We recognize that there are circumstances that warrant exclusions to general fire restrictions but after close examination of several special circumstances it was realized that most, if not all, require permits.  The permit process allows field offices to designate exclusions to fire restrictions.  We suggest each field office utilize the permit process instead of adding more to fire restriction orders.

Enclosed is the interagency fire restriction policy for 2003 that has been cooperatively developed among our fire management partners.   The US Forest Service Regional Forester, State of Utah Forester, and BLM State Fire Management Officer are authorized to approve or deny fire restriction requests for multiple field offices.  We will continue to provide interagency statewide news releases on restrictions as well as encourage local offices to post restrictions and send out releases.  Thank you for your support.  

Please contact Susan Marzec at (801) 539-4028 or Sheldon Wimmer at (801) 539-4091 if you have any questions.
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Attachments(2)

FIRE RESTRICTION POLICY - 2003

Fire restriction policies within the State of Utah are outlined below and have been agreed to by the State of Utah, USDA Forest Service R-4 regional office, and the Utah state office of the Bureau of Land Management.  It is our purpose to better serve the public through clear and consistent land use policies and restrictions.  Restrictions are as follows:

“Fire Restrictions” will be authorized on an area-by-area basis with all interagency partners agreeing when to go into restrictions. “Areas” are defined as the five interagency dispatch zones (also used for the interagency fuels and WUI committees).  They include the Northern Utah Area, Color Country Area, Central Utah Area, Southeastern Utah Area, and Vernal Area.  All interagency partners in a given Area must agree to go into restrictions for a restriction to be implemented.  Local interagency news releases and statewide interagency news releases will be used to announce restrictions.

When fire Restrictions are imposed they will include all of the following acts as prohibited on public, private, and county-owned lands when a “restriction” is ordered: 

· Setting, building, maintaining, attending, or using open fire of any kind, except campfires within approved fire pits and grills provided for, in improved campgrounds, picnic areas, and permanently improved places of habitation, or except as otherwise authorized.  Devices fueled by petroleum or LPG products are allowed in all locations.  

· Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle, camp trailer, or building, a developed recreation site, or while stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter that is barren or cleared to mineral soil.

· Discharging, or using any kind of fireworks, tracer ammunition, or other incendiary devices in any location on federal, state, and unincorporated private lands.

Exceptions to Restrictions

All other fire restrictions, or necessary exemptions to the restrictions, will be handled through local  “permits” issued by the responsible agency(ies) for that purpose. 

Boundary Lines

Boundaries will automatically be those outlined by the interagency dispatch zones (mostly at County lines). 

Fire Ban

From time to time it may be necessary to impose an advanced fire restriction.  Advanced restrictions or fire bans will be authorized on a statewide basis and include the complete ban of fires with the exception of devises fueled by petroleum or other LPG products.
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