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January 29, 2003

Instruction Memorandum No. UT 2003-032

(Expires:  09/30/2004)

To:

AFOs

From:

State Director

Subject:

Rangeland Management Drought Meeting


Program Area:  Rangeland Management

Purpose: To announce the drought meeting scheduled for February 13, 2003, to be held in the conference room at the Richfield Field Office.  The meeting will commence at 10:00 am and adjourn at 4:00 pm.  As predicted, the current drought continues to worsen across Utah.  In response, both the Field Offices and State Office have taken actions to prepare for and limit the impacts of this drought to the rangeland resource as well as the livestock permittees and other users of the public lands. This meeting will coordinate these efforts, update current conditions and actions, and provide guidance to the Field Offices.  Items for discussion will include, Washington Office and Utah State Office guidance, implementation and development of Utah’s Criteria and Guidelines, and the Resolution by “The Partners for Conservation and Development.”  USU Extension is being invited to participate in a discussion of the science of drought recovery.

Policy/Action:  Each Field Office should plan to have, at a minimum, one manager and one senior Rangeland Management Specialist attend the subject meeting.  If more than 3 individuals from any one office are planning to attend, Larry Lichthardt at the Utah State Office should be notified as soon as possible to assure adequate meeting room space is available.  Field Offices requiring overnight travel for this meeting will need to cover those costs.

Attendees should familiarize themselves with the attached documents and be prepared to discuss them during this meeting, and also to provide a brief update report on drought activities and actions.

Timeframe:  This IM is effective upon receipt.
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Budget Impacts: Overnight travel expenses for up to 10 field office personnel that cannot complete the travel in one day (Vernal and Monticello Field Offices). 

Manual/Handbook Sections Affected:  None

Coordination:  None, due to the nature of the IM.

Contact:  Larry Lichthardt (801) 539-4168
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Rosie Geren

Acting State Director






Records Manager

Attachments 

      1 – Draft WO IM, “FY 2003 General Drought Management Direction”

      2 – Draft Strategies for Management, USO

      3 – Draft Joint Resolution, Utah Partners for Conservation & Development

      4 – Draft Agenda
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