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To:
AFOs

From:
State Director

Subject:
Guidance on Project Evaluation and Section 7 Consultation for Mexican Spotted Owl Habitat Using Available Habitat Models

Attached is a memorandum from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), Utah Field Office, containing guidance for the evaluation of Mexican spotted owl habitat in Utah.  This guidance includes direction on how to apply the 1997 and 2000 spotted owl models developed by Dr. David Willey and others.  The Bureau of Land Management, Utah State Office concurs with this guidance; therefore, it is being forwarded to each field office for your use.  

It is expected that all field offices will apply the six specific recommendations identified in the FWS memorandum for each project evaluation and subsequent Section 7 consultation effort that may include Mexican spotted owl habitat.  It is especially important to emphasize that use of the models does not replace on-the-ground field evaluations by qualified wildlife biologists.  These studies will continue to be necessary to ground truth the data depicted in the models.  FWS also will use this guidance during the Section 7 consultation process.

If you have any questions, please contact Ronald Bolander of my staff at (801) 539-4065.
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Memorandum, dated November 21, 2002  (4 pps)
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