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Information Bulletin No.UT 2004-068
To: 
AFOs, Recreation, Wilderness, Cultural, and Visual Resources Staffs
From: 
Deputy State Director, Natural Resources

Subject:  
Statewide Recreation, Wilderness, Cultural, and Visual Resources Workshop  
                                                                  DD: 09/08/04
We are pleased to announce the annual statewide workshop, scheduled for September 20 - 23, 2004 in Moab, Utah. This year we are combining the Recreation, Wilderness, Cultural and the Visual Resources Programs.  Because this is an end-of-year workshop and your budgets will likely be limited, the Utah State Office will pay the travel costs for three employees from each field and monument office to attend the workshop.  You are welcome to send additional employees, but you will have to fund their travel expenses.  We do not anticipate any travel related expenses from the Moab Field Office.  Utah State Office charge codes will be provided to participants at the workshop.
We encourage managers to send one at least one employee from each of your Recreation/VRM, Wilderness, and Cultural Resources Programs.  Field Office Managers are also invited and encouraged to attend any or all of the sessions.  
Workshop Objectives

● Share information on current and emerging Recreation, Wilderness, Cultural, and Visual Resources Program issues.
● Provide ideas and solutions to assist our employees in accomplishing their day-to-day jobs. 
● Strengthen and enhance the Recreation, Wilderness, Cultural, and Visual Resources Program network within Utah.
● Share our successes and lessons learned.
● Generate solutions and strategies for sharing BLM cultural heritage resources with the public in a proactive way.
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Agenda
The agenda and field trips have been developed to achieve the workshop objectives.  Speakers have been recruited from the Field Office and from outside the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to share information and experiences that our specialists can apply to their day-to-day jobs.  See the attached agenda for the details of the agenda and field trips and for information on planned speakers.  
Please plan to attend the entire workshop through the evening session on Thursday.  Many of our speakers are traveling great distances to join the workshop, and all speakers are working hard to share meaningful information with you.  And, our partners at the Moab Information Center are looking forward to sharing their experiences with our group.
Location
The workshop will be held at La Quinta in Moab.  We have reserved a block of single, non-smoking rooms at La Quinta at a rate of $65.00 per night.  There will be no sales tax if you present your tax exempt number from your government credit card.  Please plan to do that, as it will save us a few dollars.  You must reserve your own room by September 8, 2004, by calling 435/259-8700.  The rooms are being held under “BLM Recreation.”  Make sure you ask the reservation agent for the “BLM Recreation” rooms because rooms are also being held at La Quinta for a VRM session the week before our workshop.
Additional Information
You will notice in the agenda that we would like each field and monument office to make a 15 minute presentation about what is happening in your Recreation, Wilderness, Cultural, and Visual Resources programs.  We’d like you to report on issues, actions, activities, and experiences that could be used by specialists in the other offices.  Each office should select a person(s) to make that presentation.
We have a Tuesday evening bar-b-que planned at the Big Bend Recreation Area.  This meal will be catered, and participants should plan to pay for that meal from the daily per diem.  We will let you know the amount during the workshop, but the rate will be within your per diem allowance for dinner.  We will be having a brown bag lunch on Thursday.  We’ll arrange for sack lunches and participants should plan to pay for those lunches with their per diem allowance for that day.

What to bring
If you have any activity plans, brochures, interpretive material, or other information you would like to share with the group, you are encourage to bring it along.  We’ll provide a table for information and handouts.  
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Don’t forget the Wednesday field trips; bring appropriate clothing and gear.  Participants will sign up for the field trips at the workshop.  
If any person making a presentation has audio or visual equipment needs, please contact Steve Knox or Julie Howard by September 8, 2004.  We will help you make arrangements for that equipment.
Registration
Please rsvp by contacting Steve or Julie at:


Steve Knox




Julie Howard


801/539-4032




801/539-4067

steve_e_knox@blm.gov


julie_howard@blm.gov 

We’re looking forward to an interesting and worthwhile workshop.  Don’t miss this opportunity to share your successes, learn from others, and collectively address program issues facing us in Utah.  See you in Moab!
Signed by:







Authenticated by:
Verlin L. Smith
`





Rosie Geren

Acting DSD, Natural Resources




Records Manager
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