
Table 1-3.      MINERAL AND SURFACE ACRES ADMINISTERED BY 
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT                                          

       
                    

State Land Total
Federal
Minerals
        /a/

Federal 
Surface
Lands
       /b/

Split-Estate
Federal
Minerals
        /c/

BLM
Public 
Lands
        /d/

Indian
Trust
Minerals
      /e/

__________
 Million Acres

___________
 Million Acres

___________
Million Acres

_____________
  Million Acres

___________
 Million Acres

___________
Million Acres

Alaska     365.48      237.0      237.0        0.0       86.5        1.2

Arizona       72.69        35.8        33.0        3.0       14.3      20.7  /f/

California     100.21        47.5        45.0        2.5       14.6        0.6

Colorado       66.49        29.0        24.1        5.2         8.4        0.8  /g/

Eastern States  /h/       ------        40.0        40.0        0.3         1.0        2.3

Hawaii         4.11          0.6          0.6        0.0         0.0        0.0 

Idaho       52.93        36.5        33.1        3.4       11.9        0.6

Kansas       52.51          0.8            0.7        0.1         0.0        0.0

Montana       93.27        37.8        26.1      11.7         8.0        5.5

Nebraska       49.03          0.7          0.7        0.0         0.0        0.1

Nevada       70.26        58.7        58.4        0.3       47.9        1.2

New Mexico       77.77        36.0        26.5        9.5       13.4        8.4  /f/

North Dakota       44.45          5.6          1.1        4.5         0.1        0.9

Oklahoma       44.09          2.3          1.7        0.5         0.0        1.1

Oregon       61.60        33.9        32.4        1.5       16.2        0.8

South Dakota       48.88          3.7          2.1        1.6         0.3        5.0

Texas     168.22          4.5          4.5        0.0         0.0        0.0

Utah       52.70        35.2        34.0        1.2       22.8        2.3  /f/

Washington       42.69        12.5        12.2        0.3         0.4        2.6

Wyoming       62.34        41.6        30.0      11.6       18.4        1.9

Total      699.7      643.2      57.2     264.2      56.0



Table 1-3.         MINERAL AND SURFACE ACRES ADMINISTERED BY 
THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT – concluded        

   

               
Note: This table and the accompanying maps represent 2 years of effort involved in researching,

collecting, analyzing, and verifying data from numerous sources, and then coordinating and
consulting with BLM State staff and other agencies.  It presents a “snapshot” of data as of 1999. 
Because of the scope and complexity involved in creating and updating this table, and the fact that it
is intended to present an approximation of the surface and mineral acreages managed by the BLM,
yearly updates are not planned.

Estimated acreages were based on various sources of published and unpublished data.  The rationale
used to develop these data is presented in “Public Lands, On-Shore Federal and Indian Minerals in
Lands of the U.S.,” prepared by Sie Ling Chiang of BLM’s Washington Office in 2000.  The first
column, Land Total, is taken from Table 1-3 and the fifth column, BLM Public Lands, from 
Table 1-4, both from Public Land Statistics, 1999. 

/a/ The term Federal Minerals refers to on-shore Federal minerals that are part of BLM’s
responsibilities.   The on-shore Federal mineral acreage approximates the sum of Federal Surface
Lands acres and Split-Estate Federal Minerals acres shown in the next two columns.  As of 1999, the
total was approximately 700 million acres.

    
/b/ Federal Surface Lands include both the public domain and acquired lands of all Federal agencies. 

With the exception of an estimated 4 million acres of the acquired lands, Federal mineral rights exist
in all Federal lands. 

/c/ The term Split-Estate Federal Minerals refers to Federal mineral rights under private surface lands. 
These are patented lands with minerals reserved to the U.S.  Reservations may be for single,
multiple, or all minerals.  The 58 million acres is the mid-point of estimates ranging from 55 to 60
million acres (provided by the Colorado State Office).  This results in a significantly lower acreage
than that shown in Table 3-2;  future updates will address this inconsistency.

/d/ On these public lands, the BLM manages both surface resources and subsurface minerals.  The
surface acreage is part of the Federal Surface Lands shown in the third column.  The mineral
acreage is part of the Federal Mineral estate included in the second column.  As of 1999, BLM’s
public lands  comprised 264 million surface acres.  For an annual update, refer to Table 1-4 of
Public Land Statistics.

/e/ As part of its trust management responsibility, the BLM provides technical supervision of mineral
development on 56 million acres of American Indian trust lands except for Osage lands.  All
minerals in Indian trust lands are “leasable.”  Acreage information was obtained in 1999 from the
Real Estate Services staff of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

  
 /f/ Navajo and Hopi oil and gas in Arizona and Utah are managed by New Mexico BLM.

/g/ Ute Mountain Ute oil and gas in New Mexico are managed by Colorado BLM.
 
/h/ BLM’s Eastern States is responsible for Federal minerals in the 31 states east of, or bordering on,

the Mississippi River. 


